
thThe 6  Course on Foraminifera is designed to provide an overview of the Taxonomy, 
Ecology, Biodiversity and Geological History of Benthic and Planktonic Foraminifera. 
This intensive course is intended for students interested in Micropalaeontology, 
Palaeoceanography, Palaecology, and Climate History. The aim is to provide a primer 
on the study of foraminifera and examples of how foraminifera can be used as 
palaeoenvironmental and palaeoceanographical proxies. We review the current 
classification schemes of the foraminifera, discuss Ecology and Life History, and use 
case studies to investigate the geological history of the group with lab sessions.

Three distinct courses are planned: Larger Benthic Foraminiferal Course (5-9 June), Smaller Benthic 
Foraminiferal Course (10-14 June) and Planktonic Foraminiferal Course (15-18 June).

The course consists of lectures and practical classes covering the taxonomy, distribution, 
and ecology and paleoecology of foraminifera. Microscope lab sessions provide the 
opportunity for participants to learn the foraminiferal genera and species, and view 
Cretaceous to Neogene foraminifera assemblages from Petroleum Exploration areas and 
ODP sites as well as Quaternary and modern assemblages. Course materials include 
numerous reprints of classic papers.
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